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I deem it a great privilege to have the , opportunity of 
writing a preface to this epic poem written by the voluminous yet, 
I should say, luminous writer 3 Brahmasri Janamanchi Seshadri Sarma 
Garu of Cuddapah. There is no field in Telugu Literature which 
he has not touched beginning from small books to .school boys 
and ending with dramas and great puranas including a portion of 
the Bhagavata. He has immortalised himself by writing his treatises 
on Sri Ramachandra and Lord Sri Krishna in his inimitable prose 
and expounding the theories of life, preached and practised by our 
ancients. He has translated Srimad Valmiki Ramayanam including 
in it the essence of the thought as developed by the great earlier 
commentators. It is but right that he must write an original poem 
giving us an insight into his creative genius and spiritual and 
metaphysical lore and also an idea of his pure and flowing style, 
which could not, for obvious reasons, easily be exhibited in his 
translations. 

The poem is based on a small episode in the Brahma Purana 
and the development is entirely his own. The theme of the poem 
is aimed at the establishment of the identity of the Hindu Trinity 
by demonstrating that Siva and Vishnu are one in essence, though 
different in form. An advanced Brahmarshi of the eminence of 
Narada, errs in being partial to Vishnu and deems him superior to 
Siva and tries to canvass the hand of Parvathi as a fitting spouse to 
Vishnu and attempts to make her choose Vishnu as her husband in 
preference to God Siva, to whom her heart" was devoted. Lord 
Vishnu plays the game in his own tactful way to be differentiated 
from Siva and that, whatever his feignings in the course of the 
episode might have been, he is fully satisfied when Siva's equal 
predominance was finally declared by his taking Parvathi as his wife. 

The poem is full of moral and is quite a fitting contribution 
to allay the c isms ' and l schisms 7 of these days. His description of 
Siva as the God of all religions apart from the several names by 
which he is devoted, is the key note of peace and happiness. No 
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only Shanmathams of the Ancient 
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"Id 'later religions also in the category -, it is perhaps due to the 
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o better people- Suffice it to say that the style is very aale-so 
Lalethat a reader of his earlier productions may feel a doubt 
about the authorship of this poem- 

What needs particular mention is this. The descriptions 
evolved in the course of the book are peculiarly free from the 
usual descriptions, especially, when a woman comes to be described. 
Parvathi called Sarvamangala-is t the heroine and whenever she 
comes to be described, the thoughts r al sed are of a Divine and 
Soiritual nature and the descriptions are not of the contours of the 
S but ol Manifestations of the spirit behind. This reminds the 
reader of the description of Saraswathi by Sri Marsha in Naishadha 
Kavya, where, every part of the body of Bharathi is described as 
one or other of the Sciences or Arts. 

Verses 80 to 103 in the first Canto of this poem may be 
read with immense pleasure to appreciate this aspect. The author 
being essentially of a religious temperament with strong devotion, 
the attributes are essentially spiritual and are drawn from sources 
of devotion and yoga. 

The poem abounds with common proverbs and is full of des- 
criptions which are very natural. For instance, the anxiety of 
parents to get a suitable husband for a grown-up daughter, their 
solicitude for finding the best possible match and their persistent 
efforts to secure this are very very graphically seen in the character 
of Himavan and Mena. The vanity and egoism of human beings even 
in their selfless activities is depicted in a very natural way in the 
character of Narada, thus illuminating the old saying " Even Homer 
nods." Not only Narada but the whole congregation of Devas is 
also subjected to this human failing, so that the readers with similar 
failing may take heart and proceed to mend themselves when they 
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discover their failings, instead of dying of a broken heart. This 
is a moral meant for all mankind and serves for all time. The 
immutability of the Divine will'and Divine Law is thus very well 
explained, though the fatalistic tendency is emphasized rather too 
much. This is only by the way. 

The main idea is to give a phillip to the Spiritual side of Life 
in these days of rampant materialism and so the theme is 
developed in accordance with this aim. This central thought of 
the Poet is shown in verse 165 of the first canto and is seen right 
through in a masked form. His description of Vaikuntam is also in 
keeping with this idea and when man wants to describe what is 
beyond the view of man, he naturally creates an anthropomorp- 
hous God and his habitation also is very much likened to our own 
world with some imaginary or imaginable embellishments with 
celestial flora and fauna. 

There is a condemnation of polygamy, praise of female 
education and above all, the constancy and one pointedness of 
a wedded wife even from the moment of making up her mind to 
marry her chosen Lord. The book is certainly instructive in many 
ways and may the reading public read between the lines and live up 
to the ancient ideals, which have been depicted for us in this 
wonderful poem of ancient setting with modern ideas. May the 
author live long to help the Telugu Country with his expositions 
of men and manners so as to take us nearer the day of millennium 
and nearer to the Promised Land. 

AUM SANTIS SANTIS SANTIHI. 



ANANTAPTTR / 

1 G. RAMESWARA RAO, B.A., B.L., M.L.C. 
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